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EXPLANATORY NOTE. 



The following Tables have been compiled with a view to assist Students in associating the main 
events and the leading literary works of Europe with each other. The want of a sufficiently 
clear pictorial representation of the relations of History and Literature appears to be among 
the causes of the confusion so often exhibited regarding the most elementary dates. One of 
the greatest, among several difficulties, in the arrangement of these Tables has been the necessity 
of selection, /. ^., of excluding comparatively unimportant detail. It is requisite to state briefly 
the principles of the Chronological system which has been devised. 

I. It being obviously impossible to adopt the same scale in ages when few important events 
remain on record, and in others when multitudes claim attention — the scale varies, as indicated, 
in different sheets. 

II. English Literature and History are set together in the centre, to be illustrated by, 
and compared with, the columns on either side. The number of insular names is therefore 
greater in proportion to their eminence than that of continental names. 

III. The names are placed on the line of the date at which the statesmen or authors 
named flourished or exerted their greatest influence : but the exigencies of printing have rendered 
perfect consistency in this respect impossible. 

IV. In the historical columns the dates indicate — 

A. In the case of events, the year in which they happened. 

B. In the case of kings, their accession and duration of reign. 

C. In the case of statesmen, their periods of power. 

(Except where enclosed in brackets, ( ), which indicate the dates of birth 
and death.) 

V. In the columns of literature, the dates (without brackets) indicate the birth and death. 
Occasionally one of those being uncertain, the birth is marked B — , or the death — D. 

Both being uncertain or unimportant, a single date is given as a *' floruit," generally that of the 
chief work of the author. 

VI. In all the Tables, except in the literary columns of No. VIII, an attempt has been 
made to indicate the importance (/. ^., the influence exercised by the author, potentate, or event) 
of the name by the size of the type. In this indication, as in the selection of the names, regard 
has been had to the general verdicts of history and criticism, necessarily modified by individual 
views. In Table VIII, largely concerned with contemporaries, the attempt to mark a distinction, 
which in this case might be invidious, has in the literary columns been abandoned. A rule has been 
made to include only those writers whose reputation has been established for at least ten years. In 
crowded departments of literature, as Romance, only a few representative names have been admitted. 
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Red. 
Blue. 
Yellow. 
Green. 
Green Bars. 
Red Bars. 
Yellow Bars. 

Red. 
Blue. 



VII. Several names being repeated, sometimes at no great intervals, it has been con- 
sidered essential to the pictorial presentation aimed at, to distinguish those of different nations 
by different colours. Practical obstacles have restricted the application of this principle ; but it 
is hoped that the result of the following arrangement will be to some extent satisfactory — ^that 
the appearance of the pages, even on a rapid glance, will give some sign of the great historic 
contests and issues at stake. 

A. In Column I. 

Roman Emperors, German Emperors, Kings, and Leaders, 

with some Rulers in the Netherlands, 
French Kings, and Absolute Ministers, 
Spanish Kings, 
Russian Monarchs, 
Scandinavian Monarchs, 
Prussian Kings, 
Popes, 

B. In Column II. 

English Kings, 
Scottish Kings, 

[A few decisive battles (as " Chalons ") are coloured according to the nations in whose favour 
they resulted ; a few discoveries and political movements according to those with whose progress 
they were most closely connected.] 

C. In Columns III and IV. 

Painters, Red. 

Musicians, ......... Blue. 

Architects and Sculptors, Green. 

Actors, Yellow. 

The main object of the Tables is to present a skeleton map of the progress of general 
European History and Literature, but it has been thought desirable to include the main land- 
marks of Art and Science. In the latter departments only the most conspicuous names have 
been introduced. 

Little assistance has been derived from previous tables, constructed with other objects and 
on other principles. Obligations are acknowledged to various dictionaries and histories, to Professor 
Ward, of Manchester, for important corrections and additions in the first two columns ; to Professor 
Ferguson, of Glasgow, for additions to the lists of Science (especially for Sclavonic names) ; 
and to Mr. A. C. Swinburne, for contributions to the catalogue of Early Painters. 

The Edition now issued has undergone careful revision; but in dealing with so great a 
mass of names and dates, perfect accuracy and completeness can only be attained by such 
corrections and additions as are necessarily left for further criticism to suggest. 
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TABLE I. 

FROM A.D. 200 TO THE NORMAN CONQUEST. 

In Centuries. 

TABLE II. 

FROM CONQUEST TO MIDDLE OF FOURTEENTH CENTURY. 

In Periods of Fifty Years. 

TABLE III 

FROM MIDDLE OF FOURTEENTH TO END OF FIFTEENTH CENTURY. 

In Periods of Twenty-Five Years. 

TABLE IV. 

THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. 
In Decades. 

TABLE V. 

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 

In Decades. 

TABLE VI 

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 
In Decades. 

TABLE VII. 

FROM THE FIRST TO THE SECOND FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

In Decades (Enlarged). 

TABLE VIII. 

FROM THE SECOND TO THE FOURTH FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

In Decades (Enlarged). 
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ERRATA AND ADDENDA. 

Table I, Column iii, Square 6— For Cynwulf, read Cynewulf. Col. iv, Sq. 2 — Insert Arius and Athanasius, 
fl« 330; St Chrysostom, 347-407. 

Table II, Col. i, Sq. 4— Insert Ferdinand III, Castile, 1230-1252. Reign of Alphonso, read 1252-1284. 

Table III, Col. i, Sq. 4 — Read Alphonso V, of Aragon and Naples, 1416-1458. Sq. 6 — For Louis XII, 
1493, read 1498. For 1505, read 1506. Col. iii, Sq. (►—For Boyce, read BoSce. Col. iv, Sq. 5 — 
For De Medici, read De' Medici ; and elsewhere. Sq. 6 — For Durer, read Dtlrer. 

Table IV, Col. i, Sq. 9— For Sextus, read Sixtus. Col. ii, Sq. 7 — For Stewart, read Stuart. Col. iii, 
Sq. 4 — For Elliot, read Elyol. Col. iv, Sq. 3 — For Melancthon, read Melanchthon; insert 
Guicciardini, I5cx>i54i. Sq. 4 — For Margueret, read Marguerite. Sq. fi^For Causabon, read 
Isaac Casaubon ; insert Arminius, 1 560- 1609. 

Table V, Col. i, Sq. 2— Insert Synod of Dort, 1618-1619. Col. iii, Sq. 2— For F. Fletcher, read Ph. 
Fletcher. Sq. 3 — For Floris, read Florio. Col. iv, Sq. 6 — For Rochefoucault, read Rochefoucauld. 
Sq. 7 — For Savans, read Savants. Sq. 8 — For Filicaya, read Filicaja. 

Table VI, Col. ii, Sq. i — For James 1, read James II. Col. iii, Sq. 2 — Read Lady M. W. Montague, 
1690-1762. Sq. 6 — Insert John Howard, 1726-1790. Sq. 7 — Insert Michael Bruce, 1746-1767. 
Col. iv, Sq. 2 — For Bemouillis, read Bemoullis. Sq. 5 — For Vauvenargue, read Vauvenargues. 
Sq. 9 — For Burger, read BUrger. 

'I'able VII — For Births of Napoleon and Wellington, read 1769. For reign of George IV, read 1820-1830. 
Col. iii, Sq. I — Insert, among Painters, Sir Henry Raebum, 1756-1823. Sq. 2 — For Laurence, 
read Lawrence. Sq. 5 — For Sidney, read Sydney. Sq. 6 — For date of Waverley, read 18 14. 
Sq. 7 — P'or Chauntrey, read Chantrey. Sq. 8 — For date of Proctor, read 1798- 1 874; of De Quincey, 
1 785- 1859. Col. iv, Sq. I — For Herschell, read llerschel; so in Table VIII, Sq. 4. Sq. 4 — Insert 
Hermann, 1772- 1848 ; and read Vamhagen von Ense. Sq. 6 — For Lanmienais, read Lamennais. 

Table VIII, CoL i, Sq. i — For 1732 read 1832. For date of Emancipation of Russian Serfs, read 1861. 
Insert Treaty of I'aris, 1856 ; and Vatican Council, 1870. Read Metz and Strasburg taken, 1870. 
Col. ii, Sq. 3 — Erase "in Cabool." CoL iii, Sq. 3 — For T. M. Kemble, read J. M. Kemble. 
Sq. 4 — For W. Tyndal, read J. TyndalL Sq. 9 — For Foster, read Forster ; insert, among Painters, 
Holman Hunt, 1827 ; and F. Leighton, 1830. Col. iv, Sq. i — For Lipsius, read Lepsius. Sq. 3 — 
For J. Bunsen, read C. J. Bunsen. For M. D. Aubign^, 1794, read Merle D' Aubigne. 1 794-1872. 
Sq. o — For St. Beuve, read Sainte Beuve. Sq. 8 — For Gaultier, read Theophile Gautier. Sq. 9— For 
H. V. Sybil, read H. von Sybel ; and for Treitzschke, read Treitschke. 

A few misprints and errors, as in the omission of French accents and German points, remain unnoticed ; the 
above list includes those of consequence. The phrase "in power," applied to a modem statesman 
{e,g. Peel, Palmerston, or Gladstone), indicates the period of his paramount political influence, a 
matter of more moment than modifications of Ministry, the insertion of which is manifestly incom- 
patible with the space at command. 
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